Stepping onto the transom, we pass the
access ta the crew cabins at the back of the
yacht and enter the main saloon and
lounge area. The sense of space is palpable,
mainly because the area is all on one level
and surrounded by enormous windows that
let in the play of the late afternoon’s soft
light. At this size, with a permanent crew of
three, the galley is enclosed to the front.
The owners of these size yachts apparently
entertain while others pour and prepare for
their guests. The qalley is equipped to the
highest standards with granite surfaces
and generous refrigeration, as well as
ample storage space and access to the
port-side deck. A separate dining table
seats eight within a dedicated dining
area amidships, while the saloon is fitted

with a contemporary U-shaped seating
area and an entertainment centre,
incorparating an LCD TV with up and down
movement stowing itself in the starboard
sideboard. Heawy, triple sliding doors keep
the weather outside.

Forward to the helm, the captain has a
wide view perched on a seat ata panel that
would make racing drivers green. All the
latest technological wizardry has been
fitted, but | am mostly struck by the stylish
leather trim of the companion nook
adjacent to the captain’s seat. This yacht
can cruise the distance, and | can imagine
same family members with laptops and
charts sharing this comfortable space with
the captain while planning the day's route.
Or perhaps, with guests or kids busy

elsewhere on the yacht, a few minutes of
quiet time for Eve, for whom the boat was
named, curling up on the bench next to the
captain, the two of them silently enjoying
the approaching harbour lights after a
qood day's cruise.

Below decks almost make you wish for
rainy days. The master stateroom is set in
the middle, the widest part of the yacht,
and feels like a good six-star hotel bedroom.
1 smell the new carpets and wood oils used
on the panelling. Four portholes each side
bring the water close and add light. The
granite-finish bathroom en suite has a
bath that would be the envy of any tall
NBA basketball player. Off to port side, 2
k-in closet adds the final touches.

The guest cabins ta the fore all have a
similar feel of elegance and plenty of
storage space. This area comes standard
with two more double cabins and one bunk
cabin for the youngsters, yet owners can
en a three or four cabin
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layout, all with en suite facilities.
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Cape Town

Visitors to the V&A Waterfront duritg the Easter
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